
TOOLBOX TALK #44 

 

100% TOOL TIE OFF 

 
100% Tie off is a “dropped object” policy, not a “tool tethering” policy.  

 

Tool tethering is just one aspect of solving dropped object danger. 

Tethering heavy tools such as hammers, drills and spud wrenches is 

mandatory with such a policy, but so is tethering lighter tools such as 

pliers, screwdrivers, tape measures, cell phones, radios and tablets. 

 

Reduce the number of tools being used at heights.  

 

When working at heights, it may not be necessary to take a complete tool kit. Instead, 

analyze the requirements of the job, choose only the tools that are required to complete 

the assignment, then provide tethering solutions for just those tools. 

 

Consider convenience when selecting tethers. 

 

Wherever possible, select high-quality “smart” tethering products that feature ergonomic 

design aspects such as retractable tethers that keep tools close to the body. This will 

minimize entanglement issues when climbing or working in close quarters. It will also 

enhance productivity and lower cost by increasing longevity of use. 

 

Improve productivity for worker morale and compliance.  

 

Look for application-specific or ergonomic retractable tethers that will reduce impact on 

productivity. Smart tethers and lanyards should offer quick-release tool change-out to 

minimize downtime and other safety concerns. Arm strain and muscle fatigue can be 

reduced by using tethers with an integrated woven elastic throughout the body of the 

tether, creating a short retracted length and requiring the least effort to stretch to the 

longest extension length. 

 

Always look for the ANSI label. 

 

All manufacturers that adhere to the ANSI standard, must include a label on the product 

that shows basic necessary information: 

• Name, trademark or other means of identification of the manufacturer 

• Product identification for tracking product service life by period of use 

• Published capacity, identified by weight 

• ANSI standard number 

• Tether length (for tool tethers only)  

 


