
TOOLBOX TALK #18 

 

WHAT IS MOLD? REMEDIATION – PART 2 

 
Remediation 

If you see mold, can you remove it using your own resources or should you call in 

outside help? Typically, it depends on the 

size of the mold growth. In its advisory 

bulletin, OSHA recommends that when 

mold growth exceeds 30 square feet in size, 

industrial hygienists or other environmental 

health and safety professionals with 

experience performing microbial 

investigations and/or mold remediation 

should be consulted prior to remediation 

activities to provide oversight for the 

project. 

 

According to OSHA, no federal standards or recommendations on airborne 

concentrations of mold or mold spores exist, including from EPA or NIOSH. For mold on 

walls and other surfaces, OSHA and EPA call for the use of “professional judgment” and 

each agency has guidelines.  

 

Be wary of companies that offer both mold assessment and remediation as there is an 

obvious conflict of interest. 

 

Clean it up 

EPA provides a flowchart for mold remediation efforts, along with information on 

cleanup methods, personal protective equipment and containment. Cleanup methods 

include the use of detergent-water solution, wet vacuum or HEPA vacuum. They also 

includes safety tips when evaluating or investigating mold and moisture issues, like: 

• Don’t touch mold or moldy items with your bare hands. 

• Don’t get mold or mold spores in your eyes. 

• Don’t breathe in mold or mold spores. 

• Use an N95 respirator, gloves and eye protection, at a minimum, when disturbing 

mold. 

 

It’s a good idea to communicate with employees regarding the presence of mold, the time 

table for forthcoming actions (investigation, remediation), and what engineering controls 

are to be used (air filtration, negative pressure containment) to minimize the release of 

spores during remediation. Safety Data Sheets are a good source for what PPE should be 

used by those performing clean-up operations. 

 


