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WHAT IS MOLD? INDENTIFY – PART 1 

 
Mold is virtually everywhere. It is on every continent; in the foods we eat (say “cheese”) 

and in life-saving medicine. It plays a key role in nature, breaking down dead organic 

matter and keeping it from piling up around us. Mold 

has been around as long as humans have lived in 

buildings. It’s not going to go away anytime soon. 

For some people, mold can lead to health problems. 

Employers should take steps to avoid mold-related 

health issues in the workplace – typically respiratory 

symptoms – by inspections and maintenance. 

 

The basics of life 

Mold needs only a few elements to grow and thrive: oxygen, moisture and a food source. 

In buildings, including buildings under construction, it’s commonly found on materials 

such as paper backing on drywall, cellulose ceiling tiles or wood framing. The most 

effective control methods focus on the presence of moisture or water, which can enter 

buildings in various ways. Dampness can occur from water intrusion such as leaks in 

roofs, windows or pipes, and from high indoor humidity or condensation. Water intrusion 

can also occur through concrete slabs or flooding incidents. 

 

Inspect and react quickly 

The process for curbing mold growth should begin with a formal mold management 

strategy. This can address situations such as elevated humidity levels, roof leaks and any 

other sources of water intrusion such as flooding.  

 

The EPA, in a guidance document, says indoor mold growth may not be obvious and that 

it can grow on hidden surfaces such as the back sides of drywall, wallpaper or paneling, 

the top of ceiling tiles, and the underside of carpets or pads. Hidden mold locations also 

may include pipe chases, utility tunnels, walls behind furniture, condensate drain pans 

inside of air-handling units, porous thermal or acoustic liners inside ductwork or roof 

materials above ceiling tiles (as a result of roof leaks or insufficient insulation). Any sign 

of water intrusion should be addressed as soon as possible and drying of those materials 

should begin within 24 to 48 hours. 

 

If you detect a musty, earthy smell in the air, it’s a good sign you might have a mold 

and/or water intrusion issue. Likewise, if you have wet surfaces and you’ve got what 

looks like mold growing there, it probably is.  


