
TOOLBOX TALK #5 

 

SECONDARY CHEMICAL CONTAINERS 

 

Despite regulation that provides clear guidelines regarding 

proper labeling of secondary containers, many employers 

struggle in this area of compliance. This may be due to 

either not understanding the updated labeling requirements 

or being unaware of the importance of proper chemical 

container labeling. 

 

In addition to the labeling of primary containers, legible 

secondary container labeling is vital in the event that 

chemicals are transferred from a primary manufacturer 

chemical container to a secondary container. Proper 

container labeling is necessary to effectively inform the end 

user regarding the hazards of the chemical. Improper labeling of secondary containers 

comes with unwanted and unnecessary risk. Risks may include the inadvertent mixing of 

incompatible chemicals or accidental misuse, among others. In addition, improper 

labeling has the potential for costly expense associated with the handling, management 

and disposal of unknown chemical products. 

 

While regulatory requirements allow for unlabeled portable secondary containers when it 

is for immediate use by the employee who makes the transfer, it is smart practice to make 

secondary container labeling a priority whenever chemicals are transferred from a 

manufacturer-provided container. 

 

Some of the major requirements of the OSHA hazard communication standard that are 

intended to protect employees in the workplace include: 

 

• All containers of hazardous products must be clearly labeled. 

• Never remove labels from containers. This includes labels on cans, boxes, bags, 

bottles, barrels, cylinders, tanks and similar storage vessels that contain hazardous 

chemicals. 

• Ensure that container labels are legible. If you cannot read the label, it is as if the 

container is not labeled at all. 

• Never pour the contents of a labeled container into an unlabeled secondary 

container. This includes spray bottles, fuel cans, sprayer tanks or other secondary 

containers used to contain the product. The only exception would be if you first 

place a label that displays all required information of the new container or mark 

the information on the secondary container with a permanent marker. 

 

Secondary chemical container labeling is necessary to reduce the risk of potential worker 

exposure due to accidental misuse of unknown chemicals or inadvertent mixing of 

incompatible chemicals, among other hazards. While the regulatory standards allow for 

some degree of variance regarding compliance to this standard, employers should not 

submit employees to unnecessary risk. 

 


